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2007 Deep South Fruit and Vegetable Growers Conference and Trade Show 
Riverview Plaza Hotel — Mobile, Alabama 

December 5 & 6, 2007 
 

PROGRAM  
 

Wednesday 5 December 2007   
 

Agritourism 
Section Chair: Gary Bridges, Mississippi Dept of Ag & Commerce 
Moderators:   Stanley Wise & Shelaine Wise, Mississippi State Univ. Extension 
 
7:30 REGISTRATION 
 
8:45 WELCOME AND OPENING SESSION 
 Call to Order – Gary Bridges 
 Welcome – W. A. Burton, President, Burton Sugar Farm, Mississippi 
 
9:00 MARKET MAKER PROGRAM  
 Dr. Kenneth Hood, Extension Service, Mississippi State University  
 
 CAPTURING YOUR MARKET SHARE  

Rachael Carter, Extension Service, Mississippi State University   
 
10:00  THE ALABAMA AGRI-TOURISM TRAIL – A PARTNERSHIP THAT WORKS 

Dr.  Thomas Chesnutt, Tourism Specialist, Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
 
10:30  BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
11:00  CREATING QUICK AND EASY FLOWERBED SIGNPOST FOR AGRI-BUSINESSES 
 Dr. Lelia Scott Kelly, Horticulture Specialist, Mississippi State University  
 
12:00 LUNCH — ON YOUR OWN 
 
1:30 LIABILITY ISSUES FOR AGRITOURISM OPERATIONS 

Mike Massey, Massey Higginbotham Vise & Phillips, P.A., Jackson, Mississippi 
 
2:30 SPECIAL EVENT LIABILITY INSURANCE  
 Breda Dean, Francis L. Dean & Associates, Inc., Florida 
 
 
3:30  PANEL DISCUSSIONS: PROS & CONS OF AGRITOURISM   

Garry & Charlotte Adkins, Adkins Farm, Mississippi  
Harvey & Patty Swearingen, Circle S. Ranch, LLC, Mississippi 
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David & Jane Boyd, Nichols-Boyd Pumpkin Patch, Mississippi 
 
4:15 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS  
 
5:00 MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF AGRITOURISM ENTERPRISES ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING   
 
 

Farmers Markets & Community Food Projects 
Session Chairs: Dr. Christine Coker, Mississippi State University 
 Dr. Carl Motsenbocker, LSU AgCenter 
 
7:30 REGISTRATION 
 
9:00 ALABAMA FARMERS MARKETS 

Don Wambles, Director, Alabama Farmers Market Authority 
 
9:30 LOCAL AND FRESH 

Diane Claughton, Ocean Springs Fresh Market and & Moss Point, Mississippi 
 
10:00 POTENTIAL CROPS FOR LOCAL MARKETS 

Dr. Christine Coker, Horticulturist, Mississippi State University 
 
10:30 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
11:00 MISSISSIPPI FARMERS MARKET 

John Gordon Campbell, Farmers Market Manager,Mississippi Dept of Ag & 
Commerce 

 
11:30 FARMERS MARKET NUTRITION PROGRAM 

Purvie Green, Farmers Market Nutrition Program, Mississippi Dept of Ag & Commerce 
 
12:00 LUNCH — ON YOUR OWN 
 
1:30 COMMUNITY FOOD PROGRAMS: WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT TO YOU 

Dr. Carl Motsenbocker, Horticulturist, LSU AgCenter 
 
2:00 GROWING FOOD CONNECTIONS IN BIRMINGHAM 
 Edwin Marty, Jones Valley Urban Farm, Alabama 
 
 
2:30 FARM TO SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

Priscilla Ammerman, Mississippi Dept. of Education  
 
3:00 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
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3:30 THE “SUMMER EXPERIENCE” PROGRAM IN OLD SOUTH BATON ROUGE 
Emily Neustrom, LSU AgCenter 

 
4:00 NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED COMMUNITY FOOD PROJECTS IN NEW ORLEANS: RISING ABOVE THE 

WATERLINE 
 Marilyn Yank, New Orleans Food and Farm Network, Louisiana  
 
4:30 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 
 

INSURANCE – What’s Out There & How Did I Figure Out What I Need? 
Section Chairs: Ronald Davis, USDA/Farm Service Agency, Alabama 

    Brian Hardin, Alabama Farmers Federation 
   Dr. Joe Kemble, Vegetable Crop Specialist, Auburn University 

 
7:30 REGISTRATION 
 
9:00 NAP PROGRAM  

Ronald Davis, Chief of the Production Adjustment/Compliance Section, USDA/FSA 
 
9:45 FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE PROGRAMS  
 USDA/Risk Management Agency 
 
10:30 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
11:00 WHAT IS PRODUCT LIABILITY?  AND DO I NEED TO BE CONCERNED?  
 USDA/Risk Management Agency   
 
11:30 WHAT DO BUYERS EXPECT? 
  
 
12:00 LUNCH — ON YOUR OWN 
 
 

Taxes, Depreciation, etc…— What a Grower Needs to Know 
Section Chairs: Dr. Deacue Fields, Extension Economist, Auburn University 

 Robert Lisec, Economist—Business Mgt., Alabama Cooperative Extension 
 
1:30 DEVELOPING AND UTILIZING A BUSINESS PLAN 

Dr. Deacue Fields, Extension Specialist—Ag Economics, Auburn University 
 
2:00 TAX AND DEPRECIATION ISSUES 

Bob Lisec, Economist—Business Mgt, Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
 
2:30 INCOME, EXPENSES AND PROFIT Speaker TBA 
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Cut Flowers 
Section Chairs: Dr. Kerry Johnson, Extension Horticulturist, Mississippi State Univ. 

 Chazz Hesselein, Extension Horticulturist, Alabama Cooperative       Ext. 
System 

 
7:30 REGISTRATION 
 
9:00 GETTING STARTED AND GROWING A CUT FLOWER FARM 

This talk will cover everything from the basics of getting started as a cut flower 
grower to plant suggestions, labor, equipment, marketing, and sales.  Once your 
operation is up and running, how to increase the size of your business.  
Joe Caputi, Charlotte’s Garden, Louisa, Virginia 

  
10:00 FARMERS' MARKET STRATEGIES FOR INCREASED SALES 

Just because you grow great flowers doesn't guarantee you will sell them.  Cut flower 
grower, Joe Caputi from Charlotte’s Garden will share his experiences, tips and 
suggestions for higher sales at farmers' markets. 

  
10:30 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
  
11:00 MISSISSIPPI CUTFLOWER RESEARCH UPDATE 

Dr. Bi will discuss her latest findings for production of Dianthus, Hydrangea and 
Antirrhinum. 
Dr. Guihong Bi, Assistant Professor, Mississippi State University 

 
12:00 LUNCH — On Your Own 
 
1:30 BENEFITS OF HIGH TUNNEL PRODUCTION FOR CUT FLOWER GROWERS 

Impressive results have been seen in high tunnel cut flower research.  See why high 
tunnel production may make sense for you. 
Dr. Wheeler Foshee, Associate Professor, Auburn University  
Scott Croxton, Graduate Student, Auburn University 

 
2:00 CHALLENGES AND SUCCESSES OF GROWING CUT FLOWERS ON THE GULF COAST 

A cut flower grower in Fairhope, Alabama for over 8 years has had her share of 
successes and challenges.  Ann will provide you with winning strategies for avoiding 
pitfalls and for growing a successful cut flower business. 
Ann Boutreis, Owner, WAB Farm, Fairhope, AL 
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Wednesday 5 December 1:30 PM – 5:00 PM 
 

Hands-On Workshop:  Grafting Heirloom Tomatoes to Increase Disease 
Resistance 
Stan Roark, Regional Extension Agent, Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
 

Tomato growers face challenges from numerous disease causing organisms.  Fresh 
market tomato producers have experienced increased demand for heirloom tomato 
varieties.  Most heirloom varieties lack the genetic disease resistance that has been 
incorporated into modern commercial varieties.  

The grafting of disease resistant tomato rootstocks with heirloom varieties would 
potentially: 

(1)  Lessen dependence of commercial producers on methyl bromide 
(2)  Enhance the production of heirloom varieties by adding a rootstock with 
resistance to nematodes, Fusarium, Verticillium, and Bacterial Wilts. 
(3)  Increase yields due to their overall vigor even where little disease pressure is 
evident. 

 
Grafting for vegetable production is a recent important development.  Most large 

greenhouse tomato growers now use grafted plants.  Seed suppliers have developed tomato 
rootstock cultivars that possess resistance to Tomato Mosaic Virus, Corky Root, Fusarium 
Wilt, Verticillium Wilt, Bacterial Wilt, and nematodes. 

This workshop will familiarize participants with the most commonly used grafting 
method. Participants will have the chance to perform several grafts and instruction on how 
to care for their grafted plants. 
Pre-registration required, $5.00 fee, maximum number of participants is 50   
 
 

Wednesday Evening, 5 Dec. 2007 
 

Special Evening Session for the Beginning Grower – This will be the time to 
learn a little more about the basics and ask questions 

 
4:30  Getting Started Growing Blueberries 

Dr. John Braswell, Horticulturist, Mississippi State University 
5:00 Greenhouse Production  

Dr Rick Snyder, Horticulturist, Mississippi State University 
5:30 What I did Right at the Farmers Market  

Bud Benton, Mon Jardin Farms, Louisiana 
6:00 How to get Started in the Vegetable and Fruit Business  

Dr. Jimmy Boudreaux, Horticulturist, LSU AgCenter 
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Thursday 6 December 2007 
 
Blueberry Production 
Section Chair:  Dr John Braswell, Horticulturist, Mississippi State University 
 
7:30 REGISTRATION 
 
9:00 NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN FOOD SAFETY ISSUES AND THE IMPORTANCE TO THE FOOD INDUSTRY  

Dr. Juan Silva, Food Process Engineer, Mississippi State University 
 
9:30 THE WAL-MART REVOLUTION – HOW IT HAS AFFECTED THE RETAIL INDUSTRY AND HOW IT AFFECTS 

THE PRODUCERS BOTTOM LINE  
John Shelford, Marketing Exedutive 

 
10:30 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
11:00 PEST AND NON-PEST PROBLEMS WITH FRUIT SET IN PREMIER RABBITEYE BLUEBERRIES AND 

CRANBERRY FRUIT WORM CONTROL 
Dr. Blair Sampson, Entomologist, Mississippi State University  

 
11:30 BLUEBERRY ESTABLISHMENT STUDIES INVOLVING ORGANIC MATTER, BED HEIGHT, MULCH, 

FERTIGATION AND POULTRY LITTER 
 Dr. Donna Marshal, Horticultural Research, USDA-ARS 
 
12:00 LUNCH 
 
1:00 GULF SOUTH BLUEBERRY GROWERS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 
1:30 PRODUCTION OF ORGANIC BLUEBERRIES ON HEAVY SOILS WITH ANIMAL AND FOREST WASTE  

Dr. Girish Panicker, Horticulturist, Alcorn State University  
 
2:00 PREHARVEST CULTURAL PRACTICES THAT AFFECT POSTHARVEST QUALITY AND ANTIOXIDANT 

CONTENT OF BERRIES   
 Dr. Floyd Woods, Assoc. Professor—Horticulture, Auburn University 
 
2:30 MARKET MAKER MISSISSIPPI – AN INTERNET MARKETING SERVICE 
 Dr. Ken Hood, Ag Economist, Mississippi State University 
 
3:00 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
3:30 NEW ADVANCEMENTS IN BLUEBERRY GRADING EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY 
 Butch Greiffendorf, BBC Technologies 
 
4:00 USING BUMBLEBEES AS POLLINATORS 

John Wolf, Koppert Biological Systems, Inc.  
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4:30 ADJOURN 
 
6:00 TASTE OF THE SOUTH RECEPTION 
 
 

Fruit Production 
Section Chairs: Bobby Boozer, Extension Horticulturist, Alabama Cooperative Ext. System 

 Dr. David Himelrick, Horticulturist, LSU Ag Center 
 
7:30 REGISTRATION 
 
9:00 SURVEY OF KEY PESTS OF SATSUMA CITRUS IN ALABAMA: AN UPDATE  

Dr. Henry Fadamiro, Entomologist, Auburn University 
 
9:30 RECENT UPDATE OF HEALTH BENEFITS OF ALABAMA GROWN SATSUMA MANDARINS 

Keerthi Cherukuri, Graduate Research, Auburn University 
 
10:00 JAPANESE PERSIMMON ð NICHE VALUE IN THE SOUTH 

Dr. Desmond R. Layne, Extension Fruit Specialist, Clemson University 
 
10:30 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
11:00 WHAT’S NEW IN MUSCADINES 

Dr. Steve Stringer – Research Geneticist, USDA-ARS 
 
11:30 PEACH CULTIVAR DEVELOPMENT: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 

Dr. Desmond R. Layne, Extension Fruit Specialist, Clemson University 
 
12:00 LUNCH 
 
1:00 STATE GROWER ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
 
1:30 VIRUSES AFFECTING BLACKBERRIES 

Dr. John Murphy, Professor, Auburn University 
 
2:00 BLACKBERRY VIRUS SURVEY IN ALABAMA 

Dr. Elina Coneva, Extension Fruit Specialist, Auburn University 
 
2:30 FASCINATING FIGS  

Dr. Charlie Johnson, Research Horticulturist, LSU Ag Center 
 
3:00 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
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3:30 ENTERPRISE BUDGETS, ADDITIONAL TOOL IN FRUIT PRODUCTION 
John Black, Ag Economist, Mississippi State University 

 
4:00 IRRIGATING FRUIT CROPS, WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Dr. Jackie Robbins, Irrigation Specialist, Irrigation Mart 
 
4:30 ADJOURN 
 
6:00 TASTE OF THE SOUTH RECEPTION 
 
 

Vegetable Production 
Section chairs: Dr. David Nagel, Horticulturist, Mississippi State Univ. 

   Dan Porch, Regional Extension Agent, Alabama Cooperative          Ext. 
System 

 
7:30 REGISTRATION 
 
9:00 EVALUATION OF NEW TOMATO VARIETIES IN LOUISIANA 

Dr. Jimmy Boudreaux, Horticulturist – Vegetable Crops, LSU Ag Center 
 
9:30 PERFORMANCE OF HEIRLOOM TOMATO VARIETIES IN ALABAMA 

Arnold Caylor, Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station, Auburn University 
 
!0:00 SWEET CORN INSECT MANAGEMENT 

James Miles, Regional Extension Agent—Commercial Hort., Alabama Coop. Ext. Agent 
 
10:30 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
11:00 WHOLESALE MARKET OPPORTUNITIES 

Dr. David Nagel, Horticulturist—Vegetable Crops, Mississippi State Univ. 
 
12:00 LUNCH 
 
1:00 STATE GROWER ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
 
1:30 Ripeness Determination in Personal-sized Seedless Watermelons 

E.L. Vinson, Research Associate, Auburn University 
 
 
2:00 SCHEDULING PLANTINGS TO MEET MARKET DEMANDS 

Mel Ellis, Mayhew Tomato Farm, Mississippi 
 
2:30 PUMPKIN PRODUCTION: SOME DO’S, SOME DON’TS AND SOME PRODUCTION OPTIONS THAT WORK 

Dr. Joe Kemble, Extension Vegetable Specialist, Auburn University 
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3:00 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
3:30 NUTRITIONAL QUALITY IN SELECTED TOMATO SPOTTED WILTED VIRUS (TSWV) RESISTANT AND 

SUSCEPTIBLE VARIETIES OF TOMATOES IN ALABAMA.  
  Dr. Floyd Woods, Assoc Professor, Auburn University 
 
4:00 ONIONS?!?  CARROTS?!?”  

Dr. David Nagel, Horticulturist-Vegetable Crops, Mississippi State Univ. 
 
4:30 ADJOURN 
 
6:00 TASTE OF THE SOUTH RECEPTION 
 
 

Organic Production 
Section Chairs: Dr. Bill Evans, Research Horticulturist, Mississippi State Univ. 

    Karen Wynne, Executive Director, Alabama Sustainable     Agriculture 
Network 

 
7:30 REGISTRATION 
 
9:00  BECOMING A CERTIFIED ORGANIC GROWER 

Dr. Rick Snyder, Horticulturist, Mississippi State University 
 
9:30 CERTIFIER PANEL:  ORGANIC INPUTS AND PRACTICES 

 
10:00 CERTIFICATION: TIPS FROM A PRO  

Juan Carlos Rodriguez, Florida Certified Organic Growers and Consumers 
 

10:30 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
11:00 COVER CROPS FOR THE DEEP SOUTH 

Dr. Bill Evans, Research Horticulturist, Mississippi State University 
 
11:30 ORGANIC NO-TILL VEGETABLES – ONE SYSTEM 

Arnold Caylor, Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station, Auburn Univ. 
 

12:00  LUNCH 
 
1:00 STATE GROWER ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
 
1:30  LESSONS LEARNED IN BUILDING SOILS 

Edwin Marty, Jones Valley Urban Farm, Alabama 
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2:00 TRENDS IN ORGANICS 
Howard Anderson, Commercial Sales Representative, Johnny’s Select Seed 
 

2:30 MARKETING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ORGANIC GROWERS 
Dianne Claughton, Ocean Springs Fresh Market, Mississippi 

 
3:00 BREAK & Time to Visit Exhibitors 
 
3:30 GROWER PANEL:  WHAT FLEW AND WHAT FLOPPED 
 
4:30 ADJOURN 
 
6:00 TASTE OF THE SOUTH RECEPTION 
 


